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Tip of the Month

Octopus Skirts for
Lake Trout

by Dave Kooser
     I had opportunity to do some lake
trout fishing early in the fall and used
Mack’s Lure Octopus Skirts to suc-
cess. This was my first time laker
fishing and had heard that white tube
jigs were working well for the lakers
hugging the bottom in 70 feet of wa-
ter. Since I am always thinking of
how to modify or vary a successful
technique to present a variation to the
fish that they probably have not seen
before, I picked up a pack of the
Nuclear Glo six-inch skirts. Fitting
the one-ounce lead jig head into the
body cavity was a little tough but I
suspected the waving skirt would
provide added action and attractant
that a tube just does not have. Of
course, being one who tinkers with
everything, I did dip the end of the
skirt in a chartreuse die. I was able
to land a few lakers on this unique
set-up and I’ll give it one more try
before the lakes ice up. Try it!

     You take a farm-grown Iowa boy,
teach him how to fish, and you have
the makings of a fishing machine. I
recently was on a business trip to
Richmond, British Columbia to do
some warranty work on an RV. Of
course I was excited to go here for a
couple of reasons. The scenery is sec-
ond to none, and the opportunity at a
chance to fish these great waters is
excellent.
     When I arrived in Richmond, I

was greeted with great hospitality. I
was dealing directly with the owner
of the RV. After some communica-
tion, we got to work and had the job
done in a day and a half. Great! Did I
mention that the owner liked to fish
also? We had an extra day on the trip,
and with some small talk, he agreed
to hook us up with a little fishing trip.
     The next morning we met with
John, the owner, and we headed off
to do a little fishing. After a short
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Cookin’ Your Catch

Steamin’ Stuff
     This recipe works well for filets
of walleyes, crappies, bass, etc. It
will also work for salmon steaks
less than an inch and a half thick.
For thicker filets or steaks, add
about three to four minutes per
half-inch.
     Wrap filets or steaks individu-
ally in tin foil and add a teaspoon
of olive oil, a pat of butter and
sprinkle with lemon pepper. For a
little variation, try sprinkling with
garlic powder. Fold the edges of the
foil tightly to seal in the moisture
but leave the tin foil loose around
the fish. Put them on a gas grill or
in the oven at 400-450 degrees for
about six minutes, longer for
thicker pieces as mentioned earlier.
The steam will cause the package
to puff up.
     Your fish will be moist and
tender and melt in your mouth!

drive we found ourselves outside of
Vancouver, B.C. on the shores of the
Vedder river. A short hike and we
were ready to start fishing. There
were a fair share of other anglers
present, but it was far from being
crowded. We picked a spot and let
her rip. The gear was basic. An eleven
foot medium-heavy rod spooled with
40# monofilament, an 8" foam float,
1 ½-ounce pencil lead, and a 3-foot ,
20# test, fluorocarbon leader with a
#4 octopus hook and a piece of col-
ored wool. It took a few casts to get
the feel for the setup, then it wasn’t
long, and I was shouting “FISH ON!”
I was battling what I thought was
Moby Dick himself. Well, it was defi-
nitely bigger than any old walleye.
     We were fishing for Chum
Salmon and Spring Salmon. What a
rush! My first fish was a Chum and
weighed about 15 pounds. Awesome!
I have never battled anything so in-

vigorating. What a pure adrenaline
rush. We stayed a while longer and
had a few more good battles, but de-
cided to head to a different river in
hopes for cleaner fish.
     After a short drive, we were at the
Stave river, and ready to battle again.
I landed two more and decided to try
changing things up a bit. My arms
were starting to wear out. With a little
pre-planning, I managed to bring
along a few Mack’s Lure Glo Hooks
out of my arsenal. That was an ex-
cellent decision on my part. I tied on
a red #4 Glo Hook and kaboom! I
was battling what ended up to be my
biggest Chum of the trip. It weighed
in at just over 30 pounds. My arms
were severely cramping up. Time for
a break... NOT. I kept on fishing and
was getting hooked up on just about
every cast. Not all off them landed,
but it was a great fight to the end.
     A few of the other anglers noticed

my rod bending more than theirs and
they came over for a visit. They were
intrigued with the product, one
gentleman said it resembled an egg,
so I gave them a couple to use and
they were grateful.
     It was a great experience. I am the
rookie salmon fisherman, and I had
other seasoned anglers coming up to
me, to see what I was using. When
the day ended, I needed to take a nap.
Man was I tired after all that fun and
excitement.
     A big thank you to Mack’s for of-
fering such great products. I know I,
and others, will be purchasing more
in the future. I would also like to
thank John, and my boss Dave, for
the opportunity like this which I will
never forget.



Stan’s Space

     What are the three most impor-
tant factors to consider if you hope
to consistently put walleyes in your
boat?
     I expect you’d get a variety of
answers to those questions if they
were asked of a large number of
anglers. Fishermen are famous for
having their own firmly fixed
thoughts of exactly how this or that
needs to be done.
     I’m of the opinion the answer to
those three questions are a lot more
meaningful if they come from
someone with an established track
record as a full fledged walleye-
catching expert. Such a man is 38-
year-old Richard Fike, of
Farmington, Pennsylvania. If you’ve
read my last two columns you’re
aware that Richard and his brother
Mike teamed up to win the 2006
Cabela’s Team Championship in
June. Then in early July Richard
joined with a different partner to win
the Northeast Walleye Circuit
Championship on Lake Erie.
     Richard didn’t hesitate 10 seconds
in coming up with the three factors
he deems essential to walleye angling
success. The first point he mentions
is versatility. “It’s essential that you
be flexible in your approach,” he
says. “You must constantly be willing
to try something new if that’s what it
takes to get hits.”
     The way Richard put Mack’s Lure
Hot Wings to work along with his
Smile Blades to win the Northeast
Walleye Circuit Championship

provides evidence that Richard
practices what he preaches in this
regard.
     “I first used Hot Wings while
fishing at Saginaw Bay in Michigan,”
Richard says. “They played a major
role in our winning the recent Lake
Erie tournament. We fished our lures
off planer boards. Because Mack’s

Lure Hot Wings have so little drag it
let us get our planer boards off to the
side where they needed to be. The
lack of drag also made it a lot easier
to tell when we had hits.”
     Richard and his partner fished an
area of Lake Erie that was about 77-
feet deep. They picked up most of
their fish about 32-feet down. “The
lake was clear,” Richard says. “Often
we could actually see the walleye
coming in to hit. The Hot Wings and
the Smile Blades made it look like a
school of minnows were out there in
front of our baits.”
     In rigging for Lake Erie, Fike

attached a Dipsy Diver to the end of
his line. He used 2-feet of leader in
front of his Hot Wings and 3-feet
more leader from the Hot Wings to
his Smile Blades and their trailing
baits.
     I was also curious on the colors
this Pennsylvania expert selected in
his Hot Wings and Smile Blades. “I
used silver Hot Wings,” he says. “I
used two Smile Blades. One was
black, the other purple. I used six
beads between my hook and the first
Smile Blade. I used four beads
between the first and second blades.”
Do you think bead size isn’t all that
important? Richard doesn’t see it that
way. He opts for smaller beads in
waters where he know the walleyes

run small. He goes up
in bead size in spots
like Lake Erie where a
pot bellied lunker is
always a possibility.
Maintaining a positive
attitude is the second
point Richard
considers essential to
successful walleye
angling.
     “If you’re fishing
tournaments,” he says,
“you’ve got to think
you can be the best.

The competition now is so intense.
Your attitude has to be positive and
your equipment has to be tops and
that applies to everything from rods
and reels to blades and baits.”
     The final factor Richard lists is
putting in time on the water. He
considers this especially important if
you’re pre-fishing for a tournament.
“I’ve watched anglers go out at 7 a.m.
and come in at 3 p.m.,” he says. “I’m
going to be there until 6 p.m. or later.
I’ll remain out there just as long as it
takes to come up with an approach
that will catch fish. I’m not about to
sit around on shore wondering what
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