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THE CATCH OF A LIFE TIME!

By Mack’s LURE Pro STAFFER JoHN KRUSE

When Russell Johnston and Lisa
Roberts (Johnston) got married this
summer in Redmond, Washington
nobody had any doubts as to how
these two spend their spare time.
The fishing poles set up by the al-
tar, the figurine bride reeling in the
groom on the wedding cake, the
row boat full of iced bottles of wa-
ter, cans of pop and other refresh-
ments, and the theme music of Tom
Corbett’s “Fishin” song as the bride
and groom walked down the aisle
after their vows all pointed to a pas-
sion for angling every bit as serious
as the love these two have for each
other.

The most unique touch though
was how the bride and groom got
the rings they put on each other’s

fingers. It wasn’t a ring bearer, best
man or maid of honor that gave
them their rings. Oh no! Instead,
the two fishing rods by the altar each
had fishing line strung through the
guides and at the end of each line
was a Mack’s Wedding Ring Spin-
ner. And what was dangling from
the hooks of those spinners? You
guessed it, the rings for the bride
and groom.

The well attended ceremony took
place under sunny skies and mild
temperatures. In short, it was a per-
fect day for a wedding, and a great
day for the catch of a life time! Rus-
sell (known as Rusty to his friends),
is a pro-staffer for Mack’s Lure
Company, which may have some-
thing to do with the choice of the
lure that held some very important
items during this special day.

What have Russell and Lisa been
up to since their big day? Well, at
last report the two have been spend-
ing quite a bit of time on the Sky-
komish River, a short drive from
their home, where the two have been
hooking pink salmon on a regular
basis with Mack’s Glo-Getter Jigs.
It looks like the start of some seri-
ous marital bliss, and all of us with
Mack’s wish these two many happy
years of fishing to come as husband
and wife!
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A PHOTO ESSAY ON
MACK’S LURE
SLEDGE HAMMER
By Mack’s LURE PrRO STAFFER

Dave Pitts
Photo of the colors I have caught
and released 400 Kings with.
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and how it is folded, this is crucial.
If you fold it in half you put an even
drag on your bait, if you offset it
slightly as pictured you will get a
rotating movement and is why I in-
corporated the bead chain swivel.

Hooking the bait through the
shoulder part of the fillet and leav-
ing the tail end or tag end to flutter
in the water is a performer.

Please note one adjustment I made
to the stock Sledge Hammer, I add-
ed a bead chain swivel which serves
two purposes. One allows you to
add bait without interference of the
wings. and places you bait just be-
yond the skirt.

A finished

tournament-ready

Sledgehammer.

Please note the comparison of the
stock bait to the tournament ready
bait.

I use this same set up for Coho on
the Coo’s river and ocean in pink.
Use either anchovies or thinner
strips for Coho.

Cookin’ Your Catch

Bass With Dijon &
Peppercorn Sauce
Recipe

Ingredients
1 pound of fresh bass
* salt and pepper to taste
* 4 ounces of butter
* 2 ounces of white wine
* 1/2 ounce of peppercorns
* 2 cups of heavy whipping cream
* 2 ounces of dijon mustard

Clean, skin, and debone the bass.
Place the bass in a baking pan in 4-
ounce portions. Season with salt and
pepper. Add 4 oz. melted butter, and
1 oz. white wine. Cover with alu-
minum foil and bake at 350 degrees
until consistently cooked, about
15-20 minutes. Heat saucepan. Add
peppercorns, 1 oz. wine, heavy
whipping cream and Dijon mustard.
Cook until you have a sauce. Spoon
sauce over the bass and serve.

Take a Kid Fishing!

You will be glad you did!
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Stan’s Space

“You Can Help ‘Em

Keep Their Promise”
by Hall-of-Fame Angler
Stan Fagerstrom

Part 1 of 3

The next best thing to actually be-
ing out there catching fish is tinker-
ing with the tackle you’ll use when
you are.

I’ve been doing that longer than
I choose to remember, but I con-
tinue to enjoy it. If you like to do
the same thing I’ve an idea to share
with you.

Are you familiar with the spin-
ner Mack’s Lure markets called the
Promise Keeper? If you aren’t you
should be. I say that because these
dandy little spinners have a couple
of things going for them similar
lures don’t.
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The Mackds Lure Promise Keeper has
things going for it that you wonét ynd
elsewhere. They include a ysh-attract-
ing Wedding Ring and an action pro-
ducing Smile Blade.
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One is the easy turning Smile
Blade up front. A second is that
smack in the middle of this interest-
ing lure is the same glittering band
you’ll find in the world famous
Wedding Ring trout spinner.

If you’ve had experience with
lures that use a Smile Blade you’re
aware that besides spinning these

blades also impart a slight shake to
the entire lure. That’s one Promise
Keeper advantage. It’s probably not
necessary to detail how much of a
help the famous Mack’s Lure Wed-
ding Band is in attracting fish. Trout
trollers have been proving its effec-
tiveness for years. And that’s Prom-
ise Keeper advantage number two.

But while you could troll a Prom-
ise Keeper if you chose to do so,
that’s not what the Promise Keeper
lure is designed to do. It was made
for casting but also to give the an-
glers who use it some of the proven
advantages of the two thing I’ve al-
ready mentioned.

One of the basic keys to fishing
success 1s matching the gear you're
using to the problems you’re up
against. These problems aren’t al-
ways going to be the same. Troll-
ing might work just fine in one
place. Casting into the pockets
along the shoreline shallows might
be much more effective somewhere
else. You’d darn well better have the
gear and the know how to use both
approaches to consistently get your
share of fish.

Mention a Wedding Ring to most
anglers and the first thing they think
about is trout. The Promise Keeper
will indeed catch trout. But there’s
another scrapper out there that it
works for every bit as good or bet-
ter.

The “other” species I'm talking
about is smallmouth bass. 1 don’t
know if it was smallmouth the good
folks at Mack’s Lure had in mind
when they designed the Promise
Keeper. Perhaps they did. At any
rate it has turned out to be a darn
good bet when spinners are some-
thing smallmouth are grabbing.

Dontt overlook a Promise Keeper if
youbre after smallmouth bass. Youdll
ynd times when smallmouth candt
leave these special little spinners
alone.

Most of the time I throw my Prom-
ise Keepers with a spinning rig. |
carry spools loaded with either 6 or
8-pound line and use whichever the
situation I’m facing demands.

The Promise Keeper is listed as
1/8th of an ounce but I think it’s
actually a tad heavier than that. At
any rate, you’ll find it easiest to
handle with a lightweight spinning
outfit. The Smile Blade on the lure
is the 1.1-inch size that’s the most
popular size among trout and ko-
kanee anglers.

The Mack’s Lure catalog pictures
these lures in an actual size as well
as the eight different color combina-
tionsinwhichtheyareavailable. You
can get your own copy of the cata-
log by calling Mack’s Lure at 1
800 525-8737. You can also check
things out by simply clicking on the
catalog listing here at the company’s
web site.

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3
As you know, I started this col-
umn talking about tinkering with
tackle. Have 1 forgotten that
subject? No I haven’t and I'll tell
you why in my next column.

I’ve found a way, you see, to alter
these baits to sometimes make them
even more effective some of the time
when it’s bass you’re after. It could
well be something you’ll want to try
yourself. I’ll provide the details in
my column starting March 15.

-To Be Continued-

Two Pole Fishing Option

Recreational anglers will soon
have the option of using two poles
while fishing in most Washington
lakes under a new law passed by the
State Legislature.

Effective Aug. 15, the two-pole
endorsement option will apply to the

majority of the 8,000 fishing lakes,
ponds and reservoirs in Washington
state. Endorsements will be avail-
able Aug. 13 from authorized li-
cense dealers, listed at http://wdfw.
wa.gov/lic/vendors/vendors.htm |
or from the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) at
http://fishhunt.dfw.wa.gov/ .

Anglers wishing to take advan-
tage of the new opportunity will be
required to pay a $20 fee ($5 for res-
ident seniors) for the endorsement,
which is in addition to the recreation-
al fishing license issued by WDFW.
The total cost for the endorsement
will be $24.50 ($6.50 for seniors),
which includes a 10 percent state
surcharge, a 10 percent transaction
fee and a $.50 dealer fee.

Revenue generated from the new
fees will go toward hatchery fish
production.

Photo of the Month

The large (1.9) green sparkle Smile Blades really work! ENOUGH said :-)
Dave Pitts

Question of the Month

Haveaquestion? We’dlovetoanswer
it! Contact us at bob@mackslure.
com if you have a question you
would like to see featured!

Q: What is Mack’s best selling
lure?

A: The original Mack’s Lure
Wedding Ring is still our biggest
seller, however the Smile Blade is
catching up fast.

The Mack Attack is a free service
provided to anyone who is inter-
ested by Mack’s Lure, Inc. We need
your input! If you know of anyone
who would like to be on the mail-
ing list to receive the Mack Attack,
please forward their e-mail address
to al@mackslure.com.

Photos, stories and comments are
welcomed and encouraged. Please
forward all content materials to
bob@mackslure.com.

THANK YOU!
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