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IT°’S THE SMALL THINGS THAT COUNT

By Mack’s LUurRe Pro STAFFER BoB MEHORCZYK

There’s times when subtle chang-
es make a big difference. Take for
instance, one day while trolling on
lake Winnebago, I couldn’t get bit
for the life of me. There was a boat
50 yards further in from me that
seemed to have the net out every 10
minutes. They eventually left and
I moved in from 18 feet of water
to 16 feet of water and before you
know it, I was getting the net ev-
ery 10 minutes. Then there was the
time on Green Bay when it was flat
calm and no one was getting bit that
I could see. I was running Mack’s
Smile Blades in the 1.5 and 1.9 sizes
trying to hook up. I changed to a .8
Smile Blade and was immediately
introduced to a 26 inch walleye. 1
changed all my blades to .8 sized
Smile Blades and limited out in 2
hours. I asked my friend and Pro

Fisherman Dave Anderson if he had
a game plan for when the fishing
was tough. He told me that when
this happens to him, he tries every-
thing in the book until something
works. Just slowing your speed
from 1.3 to 1.1 makes a big differ-
ence sometimes. Changing colors
can also make a big difference.

These subtle differences can
make or break you during a tourna-
ment. So next time you are having
a hard time hooking up with that
finicky walleye, try and change
as many things as you can to get
them to go. I’ve tied on a Y4 ounce
Hummbiait in front of a crawler har-
ness and created such a change in
action that I couldn’t keep all my
lines in the water. These differ-
ences drive a tournament fisherman
absolutely nuts on game day. When
prefishing the day before a tourna-
ment, I’ve caught plenty of fish and

thought 1 would place fairly well
during the event. However, when
the time came for me to produce, I
was faced with either a cold front or
a high pressure system that makes a
walleye get lockjaw for a couple of
days. That’s when I have to pull out
everything in the tackle box in order
to find out what they want. There
are so many tricks to try that no one
tactic will produce all the time. You
have to just keep trying until some-
thing works.

Now, are these small things that
I’ve mentioned really the main topic
here? NO! In today’s busy times,
it’s hard to make the small things
matter. [ have experienced this on
a regular basis. I work at a nuclear
plant that requires me to work on
average about 700 hours of overtime
a year. [ also fish 10 or 12 tourna-
ments a year which means with just

Continued on Page 2



Continued from Page 1
one day of prefishing, that’s 20 to 24
days on the water. Some of these
tournaments, although considered
local, require me to spend 5 nights
away from my family due to it being
cheaper to stay than to commute. 1|
have sponsors that I have to work
for that also require several hours of
my free time in order to make their
sponsor money worth while. Ok!
So where am I going with this?

I recently took my 6 year
old fishing for the day on Lake Win-
nebago. It was a slow bite day and
that did not keep his attention very
well. Although I knew we would
eventually get are fish, he was bored
after the first hour. Now, I forgot to
pack his DS Pokemon game and his
Ipod which would have kept him
entertained for a couple hours. So, |
had to think fast in order to stay out a
little longer and catch a limit of fish
for supper. I told him that the first
person to catch a fish would get a
dollar. Then I asked him which side
of the boat he wanted. He chose the
driver’s side. Then I asked him what
he wanted to troll with. Crawler har-
nesses with Mack’s Smile Blades or
crankbaits. He chose Smile Blades.
Being 41 years his senior, I figured
I would run a couple of cranks up
in the middle of the water column
and catch the first fish. Sheephead
always attack cranks in the middle
of the water column. Well, that
didn’t work so well for me. No
sooner did we get settled in and all
six lines out, his inside board goes
back. He yells “Dad, I got one on”.
I help him get the 8’ 6” rod out of
the holder and place it under his
arm in order for him to be able to
reel it in. He struggles and says “It
feels like a big one Dad”. I get the
board off and he continues to reel in
anice 18” walleye. He was so hap-
py. Then the lull started again. He
asked if he could get a night crawler

out of the cooler and feed the fish in
the livewell as it looked hungry. I
of course being the now more pa-
tient father I was, said “Go ahead”.
He continued to feed the walleye six
night crawlers in order to fatten him
up for dinner. That wore off after
30 minutes or so. I encouraged him
to watch the Lowrance color screen
and tell me when he saw a fish. I
explained what to look for and he
was glued to the screen excitedly
telling me whenever we marked a
fish. I then showed him how to en-
ter waypoints and mark the spots so
we could use them the next time we
came out. [ deleted 55 waypoints
that day. Needless to say, he had a
ball and we ended up staying on the
water for five hours which included
a boat ride. He also drove the boat
at 55 mph all over the lake from my
lap. He had a great time turning the
when and making the boat go in all
directions. It was at that time that
I realized 1 was the happiest father
in the world. My boy was having a
grand old time with his dad on the
water. I was now having a great
time also even though I wasn’t fish-
ing. This made me think back to the
days when my Dad took me out and
had fun with me on the water. We
didn’t have the big fancy walleye rig
or the electronics, but my Dad knew
how to have fun and always brought
a smile to my face. This, my fel-
low anglers are the small things that
matter. Just look at the faces of my
two boys after having fun with me
on the water. The smiles say it all.
So next time when you are feeling
overloaded with the responsibilities
in your life, take a kid fishing and
let them brighten your day. These
are times I will treasure for the rest
of my life.

Cookin’ Your Catch

Halibut with Bacon
and Mushrooms

Ingredients

* 25 g butter

* 3 shallots; finely chopped

* 3 rashers bacon; chopped

* 110 g button mushrooms; sliced

* 25 g plain flour

* 150 ml fish stock

* 150 ml milk

* 1/2 teaspoon dried herbes de
Provence

* 1 pinch ground cloves

* 1 pinch grated nutmeg

* 1/2 tablespoon fresh parsley;
chopped

* 4 halibut steaks

» 2 teaspoons sunflower oil

Melt butter, gently saute shallots,
bacon and mushrooms for 5 min-
utes. Add flour, cook for 1 minute.
Slowly add stock, then milk, and
spices. Simmer for 4-5 minutes.
Add parsley. Brush halibut with
oil, grill for 4-5 minutes on each
side until cooked through. Pour
on the sauce just before serving.
Serve with salad leaves or fresh
vegetables.

Take a Kid Fishing!

You will be glad you did!
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Stan’s Space

“It Pays To Listen &
Learn”

by Hall-of-Fame Angler
Stan Fagerstrom

Part 1 of 5
The guy who has taken over as
director of sales & marketing at
Mack’s Lure has a last name that’s
recognized wherever anglers wrap
their hands around a fishing rod.

It doesn’t take many words to
explain why. Hear the name “Loo-
mis” and any knowledgeable an-
gler almost immediately connects it
to some of the world’s best known
fishing rods. Most know these rods
were developed by a dynamic guy
named Gary Loomis. As was re-
cently announced, Bobby Loomis is
the man now directing sales & mar-
keting at Mack’s Lure. What you
may not know is that Bobby is the
nephew of Gary Loomis, the found-
er of G.Loomis Rods.

I can tell you something else that
isn’t readily apparent. The new
Mack’s Lure executive has prob-
ably spent more time than any-
body watching and learning from
his uncle. Something else that
isn’t nearly as well known where
G.Loomis rods are concerned is that
Gary Loomis himself is one of the
most successful steelhead anglers
ever to drift a bait or lure in the fast
flowing rivers of Southwest Wash-
ington State.

Gary Loomis never does anything
half way. It was his burning interest
in steelhead fishing that got him into
the rod building industry in the first
place.

fiGet him in a little closer, Unc, and
webve got him!0 Bobby Loomis gets
ready with a landing net as his uncle
Gary Loomis battles a steelhead.

Did any of his uncle’s experience
rub off on his nephew? You can darn
well believe it! No one has spent
more time listening and learning
from a fishing legend than Bobby
Loomis. He’s a cracking good an-
gler himself. He knows what he’s
talking about because he’s been
there and done it!

I know other guys who handle
sales and marketing for tackle
companies. Some of them can’t
wait for the weekend so they can
go golfing or head for the ski
slopes. That’s not where you’ll
find Bobby Loomis. Chances are
he’ll be on a river bank or in a boat
somewhere. And you’re going to
see more and more evidence of that
where his work with Mack’s Lure is
concerned.

fiGot him!0 Lots of steelhead wind up
in the net when the two anglers shown
here are on the water. They are Gary
and Bobby Loomis.

I mention this because this is the
first in a series of columns I’1l be do-
ing here on steelhead fishing. That’s
the area of angling endeavor where
Bobby and his uncle are best
known. What they both have to say
provides shortcuts to your own suc-
cess where the sea going rainbow
are concerned.

For starters, let me say this: you’ll
never put many steelhead and salm-
on on the bank or in the boat until
you learn to know the water you’re
fishing. In these next few columns
I’ll share what pros like Gary and
Bobby along with other Pacific
Northwest steelheading experts
have shown and shared with me in
this regard.

Its great to have a chance to ysh with
a learn from a living legend like Gary
Loomis. Bobby Loomis, Garyds nephew
has had that opportunity and hebs used
it to develop his own angling knowl-
edge and expertise.

It’s easy to recall occasions I’ve
seen demonstrations of what I’'m
writing about. [ was in a boat with a
guide one day as we were passed by
some anglers fishing from shore. The
guide kept our boat in close so we
could drift under the lines of the
fishermen who were casting from
the bank.

Once we moved past the clus-
ter of bank anglers, the guide had
a comment. “Stan,” he said, “did

Continued on Page 4
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you notice how those guys were
fishing that drift? Every darn one
of them was throwing clear across
the river. What they should be do-
ing is fishing right in close to the
bank. Every time you get a situation
like we have today, a time when
the river is dirty and climbing, the
fish run in close to shore. Prospects
aren’t good even if you fish in tight,
but out there in mid-stream where
those guys are throwing they are
non existent.”

This is the sort of experience an-
gling experts like Gary and Bobby
Loomis know all about. I’'ve done
a heap of winter steelhead fishing
myself. If ever there’s ever a time
for doing everything you can to tip
the odds in your favor, it’s when you
are after winter steelhead.

Getting to know how fish react
to different water conditions is one
way you can do it. It’s something
the best steelhead fishermen I know
build into their approach. Doing it
encompasses a whole lot more than
just walking up to the river’s edge
and eyeballing the water.

I’1l detail what some of those oth-
er things are in my next column.

-To Be Continued-

The Mack’s Lure
Forum...

Ask Questions
Receive Answers

Register Today!

www.mackslure.com

Photo of the Month

Mackés Lure Pro Staffer Jerry Brownts_crew showing off coho
caught with help from the Mackés Lure Rock Dancer and Smile

Blades.

Kingysher Adventures 2009

Question of the Month

Haveaquestion? We’dlovetoanswer
it! Contact us at bob@mackslure.
com if you have a question you
would like to see featured!

Q: What is the Mack’s forum and
how does it work?

A:  The forum is a fun way for our
customers to communicate directly
with our pro staff about fishing, as well
as with other customers.

The forum can be accessed through our
website. Once you are there you cre-
ate a user name and password. Your
question or comment will appear in the
forum and other forum members can
answer.. Even if you do not post a ques-
tion or comment; there is always lots of
good content on the forum to read, and
learn more about fishing. Make some
new fishing buddies today; go to www.
macklure.com!

The Mack Attack is a free service
provided to anyone who is inter-
ested by Mack’s Lure, Inc. We need
your input! If you know of anyone
who would like to be on the mail-
ing list to receive the Mack Attack,
please forward their e-mail address
to al@mackslure.com.

Photos, stories and comments are
welcomed and encouraged. Please
forward all content materials to
bob@mackslure.com.
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